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rectangular prisms are not provided with a dichroic film. Such a construction makes it 
possible to prevent return light, which returns from the light emitting surface side of the 
dichroic prism and the dichroic prism, from emitting again from the light emitting surface. 
IN THE DRAWINGS : 

Please correct Figs. 6(B), 1 1(C), and 12 as set forth in the attached Request for 
Approval of Drawing Corrections. 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-8 as follows: 

1 . (Amended) A dichroic prism [composed of?f comprising : 
four rectangular prisms [with theirl . each/rectangular prism having rectangular 

surfaces bonded [together] to rectangular surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms , [wherein] a 
first surface part [of a rectangular surface] of at lea^t one said of four rectangular prisms 
[protrudes] protruding from the rectangular surfaces of other ones of said rectangular prisms, 
and 

[wherein] a dichroic film [isl/formed on a second surface part [of the 
rectangular surface] of said [protruding] at least one rectangular prism [other than said 
protruding part] , said second surface part not protruding from said rectangular surfaces of 
said other ones of said rectangular prisms . 

2. (Amended) A dichroic prism [composed of] comprising : 

four rectangular prisms [with their] , each rectangular prism having rectangular 
surfaces bonded [together] to rectangular surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms, [wherein] a 
first surface part [of a rectangular surface] of a first rectangular prism pair composed of two 
adjoining rectangular prisms of said four rectangular prisms [protrudes] protruding from a 
rectangular surface of a/second rectangular prism pair in a longitudinal direction, and 
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8. (Amended) A projection display apparatus, comprising: 

an illumination optical system for emitting illumination light; 
colored light separation means for separating the illumination light into lights 

of three colors; 

three light modulation means fo/ modulating the three colored lights based on 
a given image signal; 

a dichroic prism [claimed/n any of claims 1 to 6] composed of four 
rectangular prisms, each rectangular nnsm having rectangular surfaces bonded to rectangular 
surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms, a first surface part of at least one of said four 
rectangular prisms protruding from the rectangular surfaces of other ones of said rectangular 
prisms, and a dichroic film formed on a second surface part of said at least one rectangular 
prism, said second surfagfe part not protruding from said rectangular surfaces of said other 
ones of said rectangular prisms ; and 

projection optical system for projecting the lights synthesized by said 

dichroic prisn/ 



Please add new claims 9/2fo as follows: 



—9. A prism unit, comprisii 

a dichroic prism coniposed of four rectangular prisms, each rectangular prism 
having rectangular surfaces bonded to rectangular surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms, a 
first surface part of a first rectangular prism pair composed of two adjoining rectangular 
prisms of said four rec^hgular prisms protruding from a rectangular surface of a second 
rectangular prism n^ir in a longitudinal direction, and a dichroic film formed on a second 
surface part of said first rectangular prism pair, said second surface part not protruding from 
said rectangular surfaces of said other ones of said rectangular prisms; and 
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[wherein] a dichroip^ilm [is] formed on a second surface part [of the 
rectangular surface] of sajjMirst rectangular prism pair [other than said protruding part] , said 
second surface part"not protruding from said rectangular surfaces of said other ones of said 
rectangular^tfn^ms " 3 

\0 jf, (Amended) [A] The dichroic prism according to claim^f, [wherein] said two 
adjoining rectangular prisms in said first rectangular prism pair [are] being in a state shifted 
from each other in the longitudinal direction so that they form a step. 

(Amended) [A] The dichroic prism according to [any of claims 1 to s 9 
wherein] claim 1, [the rectangular surface of] said [protruding] first surface part [is] being 
provided with a light diffusing layer for diffusing light. ^ 

s3 ^ (Amended) [A] The dichroic prism according to claim-^wherein] said light 
diffusing layer [is] being an adhesive layer. 

^ (Amended) [A] The dichroic prism according to claim [5, wherein] /f said 
light diffusing layer [is] being a ground glass layer. 

7. (Amended) A prism unit, comprising: 

a dichroic prism [claimed in any of claims 1 to 6] composed of four 
rectangular prisms, each rectangular prism having rectangular surfaces bonded to rectangular 
surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms, a first surface part of at least one of said four 
rectangular prisms protruding from the rectangular surfaces of other ones of said rectangular 
prisms, and a dichroic film formed on a second surface part of said at least one rectangular 
prism, said second surface part not protruding from said rectangular surfaces of said other 
ones of said rectangular prisms : and 

a prism stand for mounting said dichroic prism thereon, [wherein] said prism 
stand [has] having a step that matches a step of said dichroic prism. 
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a prism stand for mounting said dichroic prism thereon, said prism stand 
having a step that matches a step of said dichroio'prism.-- 
—10. A projection display apparatus^ comprising: 

an illumination optical system for emitting illumination light; 

colored light separation^neans for separating the illumination light into lights 

of three colors; 

three light modulation means for modulating the three colored lights based on 

a given image signal; 

a dichroic pfism composed of four rectangular prisms, each rectangular prism 

having rectangular surfaces bonded to rectangular surfaces of adjacent rectangular prisms, a 

first surface part of a first rectangular prism pair composed of two adjoining rectangular 

prisms of said four /rectangular prisms protruding from a rectangular surface of a second 

rectangular prism pair in a longitudinal direction, and a dichroic film formed on a second 

surface part otfsaid first rectangular prism pair, said second surface part not protruding from 

said rectangular surfaces of said other ones of said rectangular prisms; and 

a projection optical system for projecting the lights synthesized by said 

jhchij&c prism.— 
— - 

—if. The prism unit according to claim 7, said first surface part being provided with 
a light diffusing layer for diffusing light.-- 

—YL. The prism unit according to claim J^f said light diffusing layer being an 
adhesive layer.-- 

i io % 

\ The prism unit according to claim £K said light diffusing layer being a ground 

glass layer.— 



I ~~ 14 ^ C pro j e ^*" display apparatus according to claim 8, said first surface part 
^ I ^being provided with a lj^ht diffusing layer for diffusing light.-- 
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-15. The projection display apparatus according to claim 14, said light diffusing 
layer being an adhesive layer.— 

-16. TJ*e projection display apparatus according to claim 14, said light diffusing 

layer being Aground glass layer.— 

—.vf. The prism unit according to claims, said two adjoining rectangular prisms in 
said first rectangular prism pair being fixed in a state shifted from each other in the 
longitudinal direction so that they form the step of said dichroic prism.— 



"^T8. The projection display apparatus accorjfing to claim 10, said two adjoining 
rectangular prisms in said first rectangular prism pafir being fixed in a state shifted from each 
other in the longitudinal direction so that they form a step.— 
— 1 9. A proj ection display method, ^comprising: 
emitting illumination light;- 
separating the illumination light into lights of three colors; 
modulating the three co/lored lights based on a given image signal; 
synthesizing the lights using a dichroic prism composed of four rectangular 
prisms, each rectangular prism haying rectangular surfaces bonded to rectangular surfaces of 
adjacent rectangular prisms, a f^st surface part of at least one of said four rectangular prisms 
protruding from the rectangular surfaces of other ones of said rectangular prisms, and a 
dichroic film formed on a second surface part of said at least one rectangular prism, said 
second surface part not p/otruding from said rectangular surfaces of said other ones of said 
rectangular prisms; anc 

projecting the lights synthesized by said dichroic prism.- 
-20. A p/ojection display method, comprising: 
emitting illumination light; 



